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SUBJECT: ANNIVERSARY OE CHOU’S PASSING 

REP: PEKING 51 

1. SITUATION AT 1600 HOURS JANUARY 9 LOCAL. 

2. CROWDS OF THE REVERENT AND THE SIMPLY CURIOUS ONCE AGAIN 
BEGAIN TO GATHER IN TIENANMEN SQUARE AROUND DAYBREAK. ON 
THE NORTH SIDE OP THE SQUARE, WHERE WREATHS AND PLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS NOW FILLED THE GRANDSTANDS ON EITHER SIDE OF 
THE ENTRANCE TO THE FORBIDDEN CITY, THE MOOD WAS FESTIVE. 

PERSONS GATHERED TO ADMIRE THE MORE ELABORATE FLORAL 
CREATIONS, TO READ THE INSCRIPTIONS, AND TO SNAP PHOTOS 

OF FRIENDS AND CHILDREN. A PORTRAIT OP CHOU EN-LAI SOME 
SIX FEET HIGH WAS PLACED AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE FORBIDDEN 
CITY BENEATH THE PORTRAIT OF MAO; A LIFE-SIZE CARDBOARD 
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CUTOUT PORTRAIT OF CHOU WAS PLACED IN THE CENTER OP A 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT NEAR THE BRIDGE LEADING INTO 

THE FORBIDDEN CITY. BOTH WERE MAGNETS FOR AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 

IN THE CROWD. THE ONLY CONSPICUOUS POLITICAL STATEMENT ON 

THE NORTH SIDE OP THE STREET WHICH HAD APPEARED ON THE 8TH - 

THE PEOPLE'S DAILY FRONT PAGE SHOWING TENG DELIVERING THE 

FUNERAL EULOGY - WAS STILL IN PLACE BUT MOVED ABOUT TEN 
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FEET UP ON A POLE, OUT OE REACH OF ANY WHO MIGHT HAVE WISHED 
TO RIP IT DOWN OR BLACK OUT ADDITIONAL FACES. 

3. THE POLITICALLY INCLINED CONTINUED TO CLUSTER AROUND 
POSTERS, ESSAYS, AND GRAFEITI ON CHANG AN STREET NEAR THE 
PEKING HOTEL AND ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF TIENANMEN SQUARE. 

NEW POSTERS CONTINUED TO PROLIFERATE ON 

THE WOODEN EENCE SURROUNDING THE MAO MAUSOLEUM WORK SITE, 
FOR THE FIRST TIME APPEARING ON THE PORTION OF THE FENCE 
FACING EAST TO THE CHINESE MUSEUM OE HISTORY AND THE 
REVOLUTION. THE BOLD POSTERS PROCLAIMING THE DISTRUST OF 
PEKING'S CITIZENRY FOR FIRST SECRETARY WU TEH WERE RIPPED 
APART BY EARLY MORNING, WHETHER BY WU'S SUPPORTERS OR THE 
FIERCE WINDS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY. BUT THE ACCOMPANYING 
GRAFFITI DEMANDING THAT WU MAKE A SERIOUS INVESTIGATION 
REPORT TO THE PEOPLE AND PUNNING THAT WU TEH IS SIMPLY 
"WU TEH" (WITHOUT VIRTUE) REMAINED VISIBLE. LARGE GROUPS 
GATHERED AROUND THESE, SOME SNICKERING BUT MOST READING 
ALOUD IN MATTER-OE-FACT TONES OR SIMPLY PASSING ON QUETLY. 

ONE ELDERLY WOMAN STATED DISPARAGINGLY TO A COMPANION THAT 
THE VARIOUS ANTI-WU WORKS SEEMED TO BE THE PRODUCT OF ONE 
PEN. 

4. PRO-TENG STATEMENTS WERE MORE IN EVIDENCE THAN EVER. 

ONE STATEMENT IN VERSE PLAYED ON THE CHINESE CHARACTER 
"HSIN" (HEART), ENDING EACH LINE WITH THAT WORD: 

"WE HAVE CONFIDENCE (HSIN-HSIN) IN CHAIRMAN JUA; WE 
ARE RESOLVED (CHUEH-HSIN) TO LIVERATE TAIWAN; CHAIRMAN 
HUA CAN REST AT EASE (EANG-HSIN); COMRADE TENG HAS NO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PEKING 00052 090945Z 

AMBITION (YEH-HSIN)" AND SO ON. ANOTHER PASSIONATELY -ARGUED 
POSTER COMPARED THE "5-4 SPIRIT" (REFERRING TO THE MAY 
FOURTH MOVEMENT RENOWNEDMW CHINESE HISTORY) WITH THE 
"4-5 SPIRIT " (REFERRING TO THE TIENANMEN DEMONSTRATIONS ON 
APRIL 5, 1976), DEMANDING THAT TENG HSIAO-PING'S REPUTATION 
BE RESTORED, HIS PARTY AND STATE POSITIONS RETURNED, AND 
WORK BE GIVEN HIM. ONLY IE THIS OCCURRED AND THE "HENCHMEN" 

OF THE GANG OE EOUR WERE PURGED COULD THE SOUL OF PREMIER 
CHOU REST IN PEACE AND THE SPIRIT OF THE "4-5 MOVEMENT" 

BE VINDICATED. YET ANOTHER SCRAWLED MESSAGE DEMANDED THAT 
TENG BE RETURNED TO WORK "IMMEDIATELY." 

5. ON CHANG AN STREET THE CROWD-PLEASING EFFIGIES OF THE GANG 
OF FOUR NO LONGER SWUNG EROM THEIR LIMB, VICTIMS, PERHAPS, OP 
SOUVENIR-HUNTERS OR THE WINDS. 

6. SO FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO MENTION OF COMMEMORATION OF 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF CHOU'S PASSING AT THE POLITBURO LEVEL. 

THIS IS ALL THE MORE SURPRISING WHEN ONE CONSIDERS THAT 
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SELECTED FOREIGNERS - NOTABLY REWI ALLEY AND PAUL LIN 
OF CANADA'S MCGILL UNIVERSITY - HAD BEEN INVITED TO 
A CEREMONY THEY BELIEVED WAS SCHEDULED FOR THE 8TH. 

GATES 
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